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A statement circulated by Shri Ram Naik, BJP Leader & former  
Petroleum Minister in a Press Conference held on  

8th October 2012 in Mumbai 
 

Agriculture Minister Shri Sharad Pawar ditches fishermen - Ram Naik 
 

Mumbai, Monday: ''To sanction rebate of Rs.4 per litre of diesel to fishermen, to 

provide loan at 4 percent interest and to pass a suitable legislation to ensure law 

and order beyond 12 nautical miles in sea were the three demands of fishermen 

which were assured to be considered positively by Agriculture Minister Shri 

Sharad Pawar in a meeting held on 26th April 2012.  However instead of taking 

positive decisions, Shri Sharad Pawar has ditched the coastal fishermen.  The 

fishermen will now launch an agitation", warned Shri Ram Naik, Bharatiya Janata 

Party leader and former Petroleum Minister in a press conference held to-day in 

Mumbai.  Shri Rajendra Meher, Convener, BJP Maharashtra Fishermen Cell and 

Shri Sagar Killekar, Convener, Mumbai Cell were also present in the conference. 

 

While explaining the problems of fishermen, Shri Ram Naik said, "Taking into 

consideration the rise of diesel prices, we had demanded in a meeting held on 26th 

April 2012 in Delhi to increase the rebate on diesel to Rs. 4 per litre and also to 

withdraw the condition that rebate was available only to fishermen below poverty 

line (BPL).  We had explained that fishermen owning a fishing boat can never be a 

BPL.  Moreover the budget for 2012-2013 had provided that farmers would get 

loans at 7 percent with a provision that those repaying installments within time 

would get a rebate of 3 percent, resulting into an effective rate of 4 percent.  Since 

fishing is also considered as 'farming on water', we had demanded that fishermen 

should  also  get loan at 4 percent.  We had also demanded a suitable legislation for  
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maintaining law and order in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) as there have 

been frequent attacks on the fishermen fishing beyond 12 nautical miles.  The 

Agriculture Minister had assured that the proposed Bill is under consideration." 

 

"Agriculture Minister Shri Pawar had promised that the Government would 

consider all the three issues positively.  Since there was no communication form 

him, we sent a reminder.  We have now received his letter dated 21st September 

which says subsidy would be provided only to BPL fishermen.  Regarding the rate 

of interest,'the matter would be proposed for incorporation in the revised schemes 

for 12th plan'. About the issue of regulating fishing in EEZ, the Ministry  'is still in 

the process of finalising a draft Bill'.  The substance is that no positive decision has 

been taken, leave aside the implementation.  We are in dialogue with the 

Agriculture Minister from 2007, however the UPA government has not given any 

relief to the fishermen.  Agriculture Minister Shri Sharad Pawar has thus ditched 

the fishermen.  We have therefore decided to launch an agitation against the 

inactive, in sensitive and  anti-fishermen UPA government", stated Shri Ram Naik 

at the end. 

 

 

(Office Secretary) 

 
Encl : Agriculture Minister Shri Sharad Pawar's letter dated 21st September 2012.  

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


